16          ELBA, AND THE HUNDRED DATS.
" To iny well-beloved in the Lord, my brethren of the clergy, and all the faithful of the island, health and benediction. Divine Providence, which in its benevolence irresistibly disposes all things, and assigns their destinies to nations, has willed that in the midst of the political changes of Europe, we should become for the future the subjects of Napoleon the Great. The Island of Elba, already celebrated for its natural productions, will hereafter become illustrious in the history of nations by the homage it renders to its new Prince, whose glory is immortal. The Island of Elba, in fact, takes rank among nations, and its narrow territory is ennobled by the name of its sovereign. Raised to so sublime an honor, it receives in its bosom the Anointed of the Lord, and the other distinguished personages who accompany him. . . . What wealth is about to inundate our country ! What multitudes will hasten from all parts to gaze upon the hero ! The first day that he set foot upon this shore he proclaimed our destiny and our happiness. ^1 will be a good fcither J said he; 'be my beloved children.' Dear Catholics, what words of tenderness ! What expressions of good-will 1 What a pledge of your future felicity! May these words charm your thoughts delightfully and be strongly imprinted in your souls; they will prove an inexhaustible source of consolation! "
Never had Napoleon been more lauded in the days of his greatest splendor. May 7, he removed to the building intended for the military engineers, cedingof a father."
